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	Knitting For Angels

“Handmade Treasures for children in need worldwide”


KFA Joins- Kasiisi School Project, Uganda (April 3, 2008) 
We are looking for KFA volunteers for a new and urgent project.  
KFA is collaborating with Weston Ma, public schools and their Kasiisi School Project (www.kasiisischoolproject.org).  Since 1997, they have been building schools and improving the education experience for these impoverished children. 
KFA is looking for volunteers to create knitted comfort dolls (pattern attached) which will be delivered to school children in Uganda in June.  Debra Dunn, Principal Woodland School Weston, and Project volunteer who will be traveling to Uganda in June, describes the mission;  
“Our goal for visiting Uganda is to create a ‘reading culture’ among the children at Kasiisi School.  Other than studying textbooks for rigorous exams in English at each grade level, even the youngest Ugandan child does not experience reading for sheer pleasure.  Woodland’s project is to provide one hand-knit Comfort Doll with one handmade book for each child, with the hope that they can curl up and enjoy reading the storybook made especially for them by our children. … The fact is that the area we are going to is very, very primitive even by Third World Standards.  We will have no running water, no lavatories other than pits in dirt, no electricity.  Most children walk 3-5 miles to school and some even 8 miles - each way!! 
Each doll requires about 2 hours; uses scrap yarn and minimal stuffing.  KFA can provide supplies.  There are 1200 children in this school and we would like to provide as many dolls as we can whip up by June 1, 2008.  I know this is a very aggressive goal but I also know the drive and determination of the KFA volunteers.   Together we do great things.   Let’s make a great effort to contribute to this worthwhile and rewarding project.
Sincerely,

Susan C Caccivio

Founder & Executive Director Knitting for Angels
65 Maolis Road

Nahant, Massachusetts 01908

Phone 781-595-0844
knittingforangels@comcast.net
www.knittingforangels.org
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Knit Comfort Doll Pattern

SUPPLIES: Worsted weight yarn, various colors in small amounts (Please use brown for feet and face), polyester fiber stuffing, knitting needles in size 8 (5 mm) and size 7 (4.5 mm).

DIRECTIONS:

Cast on 32 stitches on Size 8 (5 mm) needles leaving at least a 6-8 inch "tail" of yarn to gather for feet when completing doll.

Feet: Knit 4 rows in stockinette stitch (knit odd rows, purl even rows).  Change colors for trousers. 

Trousers: Knit 16 rows in stockinette stitch. Change colors for belt. 

Belt: Knit two rows in garter stitch (knit every row). Change color for sweater. 

Sweater: Knit 14 rows in stockinette stitch. On row 14 decrease four stitches evenly across row as follows: 

K3, K2tog, [K6, K2tog] 3 times, K3. Leave a 6-8 inch tail of the sweater yarn to tighten neck when finishing doll. Change color for face, changing to size 7 (4.5 mm) needles. 

Face: Knit 10 rows in stockinette stitch. Change color for cap. 

Cap: 
Rows  1 and 2: Knit 2 rows in garter stitch.

        
Row 3: (Knit 4, k 2 tog) x 4, knit 4 (24 sts) 



Row 4: Purl

Row 5: (Knit 3, K 2 tog) x 4, knit 4 (20 sts)


Row 6: Purl

Row 7: (Knit 2, k 2 tog) x 4, knit 4 (16 sts)

Row 8 : Purl

Row 9: (Knit 1, k 2 tog) x 4, knit 4 (12 sts)

   Row 10: (Purl 2 tog) across row.

Thread remaining stitches onto needle and sew up cap. Before sewing up face, embroider face as desired to give your doll character. Sew up face. Run the gathering thread through the last row of sweater stitches and, after stuffing head, pull up tightly for neck, finishing off securely. Sew up center back. Run the gathering thread through last row of feet. Stuff body and pull up gathering thread tightly, finishing off well.  Complete feet by sewing up center seam through both thickness of knitting, i.e., dividing feet, which are stuffed individually. Fold foot across cast on edge at right angles to body and sew up.  Finish off other foot in same way. Define legs by sewing through all thicknesses from feet towards belt, finishing off 2 rows from belt. Define arms in same way starting approximately 2 rows from neck. 

For More Advanced Knitters:

A seamless version of the comfort doll can be knit in the round using either  a set of 4 double pointed needles (dpn) or with  a single circular needle at least 29” in length using the “Magic Loop” method. More information on the Magic Loop method is available online at http://www.knitpicks.com/content/index.php/archive/magic-loop/  (photos)  and 

http://www.knittinghelp.com/videos/advanced-techniques  (video). Size 8 needles work well with either method. Omit changing to smaller needles to knit the head. 

Knit each round to make the stockinette stitch when using dpn or the Magic Loop method. For the garter stitch (belt and first two rows of the cap), simply knit the first (odd) round and purl the second (even) round. Assembly is very quick: no back seams to sew! Define the neck, arms, legs and feet as described above. 








